
 

 

Simple Stuff: What does “MG” Stand For? 
by Bob Vitrikas 

 

This is a question that has been asked many, many times over the past 100 
years.  In the beginning, before there was an M.G. automobile, there was a car 
manufacturer based in Oxford, England, named Morris Motors, and he had a 
garage that sold and serviced his cars; e.g. “Morris Garages.”  When the first 
M.G. car came along in 1923, it was fittingly named the “M.G.”  As the years 
passed and the marque became more numerous and famous due to its 
successes in competitions in the U.K. and abroad, the name was shortened to 
simply “MG.”  Jean Kimber Cook, daughter of Cecil Kimber, the founder of MG, 
once asked her father, “What does MG stand for?”  Kimber answered, “It just 
stands for itself.”  So there you have it, MG simply stands for itself. 
 
Here’s an advertisement, courtesy of Alamy photos, showing the schizophrenic 
nature of the MG branding.  Notice the dual use of “M.G.” and “MG” in the ad 
copy and logo. 



 

 

 
The use of “M.G.” was still evident in MG ads into the 1960s, but by 1965 the 
simpler form of “MG” appeared to have been accepted as common usage.  Much 
simpler, don’t you think? 


